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UNITED STATES DEPARTMWT OF AGRICULTURE 

SOIL CONSERVATlON SERVICE, P .O. Box 2890 
Washington, 0. C- 20013 

September 28, 1977 

TECHNICAL RELEASE NOTICE 25-5 

This t e c h n i c a l  r e l e a s e  n o t i c e  t r ansmi t s  a new e d i t i o n  of Technical  
Release No. 25 t i t l e d  " ~ e s i ~ n  of Open Channels." It supersedes t h e  
vers ion  of Technical  Release No. 25 dated December 15 ,  1964, and a l l  
subsequent r ev i s ions .  Technical  Release Notices  25-1 through 25-4 a r e  
canceled. 

New m a t e r i a l  on t h e  use of landscape a r c h i t e c t u r e  has  been added t o  
Chapters 2 and 7. Chapter 6 has  been rev ised  t o  inc lude  cu r r en t  s t a t e  
of t he  a r t  concepts f o r  channel s t a b i l i t y  ana lys i s .  

Geology Note 2 i s  being prepared and should be  ready f o r  i s suance  i n  
t h e  near  f u t u r e .  The Note is r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  Chapter 6 .  A new 
Chapter 8 on " ~ a n d s c a p e  Arch i t ec tu re  Design" is  a l s o  being developed 
and w i l l  be  added t o  Technical Release No. 25 when a v a i l a b l e .  
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PREFACE 

This t e chn ica l  r e l e a s e  was prepared by 
S o i l  Conservation Serv ice  s p e c i a l i s t s  f o r  
t h e  use  of f i e l d  personnel .  It supersedes 
Technical  Release No. 25 dated December 15 ,  
1964, and a l l  r e v i s i o n s  t o  t h i s  document. 
Previous e d i t i o n s  should be  d iscarded .  
This ve r s ion  inco rpora t e s  v i s u a l  resource  
and environmental cons ide ra t ions  and 
updates s t a b i l i t y  a n a l y s i s  information.  

The t echn ica l  r e l e a s e  covers procedures 
f o r  design of open channels and r e l a t e d  
measures such a s  floodways. C i r t e r i a  and 
s t anda rds  app l i cab le  f o r  each s i t u a t i o n  
should be used i n  conjunct ion  wi th  these  
procedures.  

Designers of open channels should f i n d  t h e  
t e c h n i c a l  r e l e a s e  u s e f u l  i n  cons ider ing  
t h e  numerous t e c h n i c a l  a spec t s  t h a t  a r e  
important t o  sound channel modi f ica t ions .  
Close coord ina t ion  of many t e c h n i c a l  f i e l d s  
i s  important i f  channels wi th  minimum 
environmental impacts are t o  be developed. 
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